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Our theme for 2008 is “Growing up 
to be like Christ” (Ephesians 4:15). 
Paul’s desire is for us to grow up to 
be like Christ. Indeed, the most 
exalted outcome of our life in 
Christ is the transformation of our 
inner self to be like Him. Christ is 
the aim and object of our growth. 
The sphere of growth is in all 
things. In every area of our lives, 
we are to become more like Him.

Dallas Willard offers a very 
interesting definition of 
discipleship. A disciple is one who 
is learning to live his life as Jesus 
would live it, if Jesus was him. The 
disciple is not necessarily learning 
to do everything Jesus did. But the 
disciple is learning how to do 
everything that he does, in the 
manner that Jesus did all that He 
did. For example, if the disciple is 
a teacher, then the disciple would 
ask how Jesus would teach if 
Jesus was him. Or how would 
Jesus create a test, administer it 
and grade it.  A disciple learns 
from Jesus how to live his whole 
life as Jesus would live it, if Jesus 
was him.
 
We spend a lot of our waking 
hours on our work. Whatever our 
work is, whether it is investment 
banking, political office, business, 
studies, or the performing arts, it is 
of central interest to God. He 
wants it done well. It is work that 

should be done, and it should be 
done as Jesus Himself would do it. 
Nothing can substitute for that. This 
is our devotion to God. Brother 
Lawrence said that our 
sanctification does not depend 
upon changing our works, but it lies 
in doing that for God’s sake which 
we commonly do for our own. This 
is job discipleship.

We should strive for the highest 
possible good in every aspect of our 
job. We should pursue this with the 
expectation that God will constantly 
energise and direct us. Although we 
must never allow our job to become 
our life, we should, within 
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reasonable limits, routinely 
sacrifice our comfort and pleasure 
for the quality of our work.

This results in great benefit to 
those who use our services. But we 
are not obsessed with them, and 
certainly not with receiving 
appreciation from them. We do the 
job well because that is what Jesus 
would like us to do, and we admire 
and love Him. It is what He would 
do. We “do our work with soul to 
the Lord, not to men” (Colossians 
3:23), and “it is the Lord Christ you 
serve” (v. 25). As His disciples, we 
are personally interacting with Him 
as we do our job, and He is with us, 
as He promised, to teach us how to 
do it best. This is the very heart of 
discipleship, of growing up to be 
like Christ. To miss this is to miss a 

major area of being a disciple of 
Christ.

Dallas Willard also describes the 
Christ-like life that we are to grow 
towards. This is found in Matthew, 
chapters 5 to 7. This is the rich and 
unshakeable life that is founded on 
“the Rock”. It is a life that is free 
from loneliness, fear and anxiety, 
and filled with constant peace and 
joy. It is loving your neighbor as 
you love yourself, and being free 
from anger, envy, lust and 
covetousness. It is having no need 
for others to praise you, and not 
being paralyzed by their dislike. It 
is having the inspiration and 
strength to lead a constant life of 
creative goodness. It is having the 
understanding to genuinely bless 
those who curse you, cheat you, 
beat you out on the job, or laugh at 

your religion. It is helping others 
when they interrupt your schedule. 
This is the Christ-like life that we 
are to grow into.

In Colossians 1:27, Paul also 
expresses his desire to present 
everyone mature in Christ. We too 
should labor to this very end in our 
ministries of worship, discipleship, 
cell groups, Bible study groups, 
missions and youth ministry. Paul 
said that God worked powerfully in 
him in this regard. And God will 
also work powerfully within us as 
we make that our goal.

May the Lord give us His grace this 
year, as we desire to grow up to be 
like Him in all areas. Have a 
blessed New Year and the Lord’s 
peace and joy be with you. Amen.
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   Collection (S$)  Ministry disbursed to (S$)
  
 Nov 07 3,320   2,393 - Myanmar  
      2,250 - Nias
      
        
    
 Dec 07 6,170   1,500 - Myanmar  
      2,250 - Nias   
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Thank you for praying for the team 
in medical missions to Kalaw, 
Myanmar, from 6 to 18 November.  
Many of the team members have 
gone back to gainful employment 
immediately after the trip.

It was a very fruitful time: serving 
about 1,147 patients through a 
doctor, a radiologist, a pediatrician, 
an occupational therapist, and two 
dentists with a support team of 
about 25 others. Celia did an 
excellent job of the games. Alison 
was dental nurse among many 
other things. Everyone without 
medical training was very flexible 
and changed jobs as required. 
 
In each village, a radio and 3-in-1 
coffee were given to the head 
monk or head nun to obtain 
permission to work. Radios were 
choice gifts as the gospel 
messages in their heart languages 
are now being beamed from 
Thailand. We worked in the 
presence of large Buddhas on 
most days. On one of the days, we 
worked in the village huts. This was 
because the head monk did not 
allow women to treat patients in the 
monastery (all the medical 
personnel, save for one dentist, 
were women).  On one other day, 
our clinic was set up in front of the 
nat (spirit) idols. We served two 
Palaung villages, two Danu 
villages and one Taungyo village.
 
The power from a portable 
generator was neither strong nor 
stable enough to enable 
functioning of the ultrasound, 

dental machine and splinting pan. 
Day and night, there was a 
conscious need to lean on the 
Lord, and the Lord's grace was 
always enough. Although two had 
diarrhea and several had sleep 
problems, everyone functioned 
effectively and efficiently 
whenever the clinic was 
opened.

It was obvious that God 
had time and 
circumstances in His 
control. When the 
advance team was in 
Yangon, one of the 
NGOs had given us 
good advice on 
medicines the night 
before we left for Kalaw. 
It was late and there was 
not much hope of buying 
anything that night. As it 
turned out, the 
Methodist Bishop picked 
us up and drove us to a 
24-hour pharmacy to 
buy the medicines! Still, 

after two days of running the clinic 
in the hills, we ran out of certain 
medicines. Timing was perfect as 
the third day in Kalaw was Sunday. 

The local doctors had 
planned to visit 
friends at a thriving 
town, Taunggyi, on 
the break day. So 
they were able to re-
stock in time for 
Monday!
 
The spiritual 
resistance against the 
pioneering team 
made us lean hard on 
the Lord. November 
10 was such a day in 

the monastery. But the 
hardest nights were November 
13 when we trekked on the railroad 
after sunset to the transport 
meeting point, and on 14 
November when the group was 
separated in the dark. The rain 
made the terrain harsh – muddy, 

�.��*����
"���)���������
1
���!���

�����������	
��������

�����


��������	

��

�

��
��

�
��

��
�

Suren fixing splints for a child with cerebral pals y

Alison the dental nurse



�����������	
 ��������

��������	

� �
�
���

���
���

�������

wet and cold. Walkie talkies are 
prohibited and hand phones do not 
work there. I salute the team: Su 
Ren started a singing session to 
keep the young children from fear 
and crying. Alison took off a layer 
of her several T-shirts to slip it onto 
a hyperventilating child. The adults 
circled the children to keep them 
from the wind. When we finally got 
onto the trucks, the military check 
seemed such an insignificant 
event. I felt the few incidents were 
not failure in prayer.  They were 
storms God allowed us to go 
through so as to grow us. I think we 
have all changed and become 
stronger.
 
Our hosts and line-up group* were 
very resilient, resourceful and 
responsible people. Registration 
was amazingly well done 
considering the people are not 
used to queuing. One distressed 
family suffering from malaria was 
helped temporarily by medication 
before they were given money for 
travel and for hospital bills. Others 
were given the money (in the 
presence of head man, head monk 
and our line-up person Hannah) to 

go for cataract surgery or other 
treatment we could not offer.

Many miracles which we could only 
buy by walking through the 
experience became ours forever 
(Isaiah 55:1).  Finally, as dentist 
Bee Bee bumped along in the bus 
on her way to the airport on 16 
November, the verses from 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 came to her, 
“‘Let not the wise man glory in his 
wisdom, Let not the mighty man 
glory in his might, Nor let the rich 
man glory in his riches; But let him 
who glories glory in this, That he 
understands and knows Me, That I 
am the LORD, exercising 
lovingkindness, judgment (justice), 
and righteousness in the earth. For 
in these I delight,’ 
says the LORD.”

Before the trip, faith 
was what the Holy 
Spirit planted in my 
heart. During the trip, 
His supernatural 
strength and patience 
sustained. After the 
trip, I felt a revelation 
of God's great love for 
each of us and for the 

Unreached People Groups (UPGs) 
of Palaung, Danu and Taungyo.  
His compassion never fails!

*[The “Truth Planting” locals live amongst 

or near the hill tribes and teach them 

organic farming of oranges. They have set 

up hostels for the children of farmers who 

come to Kalaw town to further their 

education. In this way, most of these 

children have come to know the Lord.]

 

Editor’s Note: Interested readers can view 
more photos of this mission trip at the 
Missions notice board at LCOR Level 3 lift 
lobby.

Gospel and games for the kids
A boy with imported crutches 

presents a gift to Celia

Trekking in the mud



It has been two years since I last 
went on a mission trip with my 
family. That last time was to 
Myanmar and we stayed at a 5-star 
hotel there. I had heard that this 
time we would be staying in a 
dormitory and my wife was worried 
about not having hot water for 
showers. I was also apprehensive 
about flying in locally made aircraft. 
I had heard horror stories of parts 
falling out of planes when they took 
off from the runways. However, the 
rest of the team were all ready to 
go…so off we went!

About two weeks before our trip to 
Nias, Marven, Bernice and I were 
roped in to help Amelia paint 
banners for the grand opening of 
the Tomorrow’s Hope Community. 
It was tough work, as it was the first 
time we were making banners. 

There were a total of 12 team 
members who went on the trip: 
Joshua, Amelia, Timothy, 
Florence, Mark Lim, Marven, 
Bernice, Isabel, Chris, Wai Leong, 
Sarah and myself.

Upon arriving in Nias, we were all 
surprised at the vast area that the 

complex occupied. It is only by the 
gracious provision of God that this 
new complex stands where it is 
today! The orphanage is large and 
pleasant, with clean and modern 
rooms. The facilities are as good as 
what you can get in Singapore. The 
toilets, yes, the toilets are amazing; 
I felt so at home when we saw 
them! They were so clean!

However, we had our fair share of 
water disruption and electricity 
failure. We bathed in the dark on 
the first night, and held a “blood 
donation drive” till early morning to 
feed the many hungry mosquitoes. 

During the day, the girls either 
taught the children dance steps or 
helped to put the final touches to 
the banners. The guys were busy 
cleaning up the place. We did not 
have much time with the kids as we 
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were put to work straight away. We 
cleaned and scrubbed the place for 
the grand opening, and with God’s 
strength and grace, we managed 
to pull through the “labour camp”! 

We did spend a little time 
with the younger children 
when we walked them to 
school on one of the 
mornings. It was just a 1km 
walk from the orphanage. 
The school was partly 
funded by Singapore Red 
Cross and there we saw 
God’s provision and grace 
to the people of Nias.

We finally spent the last 
night with the children as we all sat 
down for a campfire-cum-
barbeque. The kids sang and sang 
into the wee hours of the night. We 
had such wonderful time.

All in all, it has been a great 
experience for me as well as the 
team, to serve God in Nias. Our 
team comprised folks of all ages, 
but we worked so well together. 
We were very touched by 

Michael’s and Sintha’s love for the 
children and we saw that the 
children were very happy and 
lively. Some of the team members 
are already planning to return to 
Nias.

Please continue to pray for 
Michael, Sintha and the rest of the 
team in Nias, that God will continue 
to supply their every need. Pray 
also for the children that they will 
continue to grow in their love for 
the Lord and be a blessing to the 
people in Nias.

Editor’s Note: More photos of the Opening 
Ceremony can be viewed online at http://
www.flickr.com/gp/78706087@N00/
Q0d45q
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Clockwise from left: Ps. 
Michael delivering speech at 
Opening Ceremony; It's all 
about children; Buparti 
unveiling plaque; Celebrating 
Jesus

 
God's Love Alive in You

by Kay Arthur David Lawson
Getting along with some people 
can be tough. How can we 
maintain passionate love for God 
and for other people? What does 
authentic love look like in the 
church and in the workplace? How 
can we mend relationships with 
people who have hurt us (or people 
we have hurt)? These short letters 
highlight God’s amazing love and 
reveal the secrets of nurturing 
relationships with God and with the 
people He brings into our lives.

 
What Is Prayer? 

by Carolyn Nystrom
(Illustrated by Eira B. Reeves)
Children have many questions 
about the Christian life. This 

award-winning series will help you 
answer their questions while 

spurring them on to godly living. 
Ages 3-7.



Fellowship is always important. In 
church, we have cell groups where 
we can give and receive support 
and encouragement. They allow us 
to relate to each other and to share 
our lives on a deeper level, thus 
encouraging spiritual growth. 
Likewise, fellowship is very 
important among the youth in 
church. Adolescence is a time of 
tremendous personal changes, be 
they mental, emotional, social or 
physical, not to mention external 
changes such as in the school 
environment. Young people need 
the support of friends so that they 
can together overcome the 
challenges they face. Thus, the 
youth leaders felt that it was 
important to organise a youth camp 
to allow the youths to bond and to 
deepen their friendships. 

The youth camp was held from the 
evening of 4 January (Friday) to 
the evening of 5 January 2008 
(Saturday). Most of the youth were 
able to attend the camp as school 
had just started that week and it 
was not in full swing yet. The 
theme of the camp was the “Fear 
of God”. After much prayer and 
discussion, the organisers – 
Huiran, Jasmine, Elaine, Suren 
and I – felt that this theme would be 
appropriate for them. Our theme 
verse was Proverbs 3:7-8, “Do not 
be wise in your own eyes; fear the 
LORD and shun evil. This will bring 
health to your body and 
nourishment to your bones.” 
Having the fear of the Lord is 
important because it leads us to 
paths of righteousness instead of 
sin, and causes us to seek God in 
the decisions we make so we do 

not make the wrong decisions. 
Thus, it will enable us to have a full 
life in God. 

Pastor Richard expounded on the 
theme in his message. He taught 
that the fear of the Lord is 
reverence, respect and love for 
God. To help us fear God, we must 
first remind ourselves that God is 
great. When we realise how 
awesome He is and how small we 
are in contrast, we cannot but fear 
Him. Secondly, God is gracious. 
When we acknowledge that we are 
sinful and God is holy and just, 
then we can see that God is so 
gracious to forgive and save us 
through Jesus. In response, we 
cannot help but love and obey Him. 
Finally, God blesses us. When we 
realise how blessed we are, 
reverence for God and joy springs 
forth as we know that those 
blessings have come from Him 
alone. Then we can fear and love 
Him.

The two games we played on 
Saturday, the Noisy Marketplace 
and Snatchball, also reflected the 
theme. The Noisy Marketplace was 
supposed to model the world we 
live in. There were stores set up 
that sold property, branded 
jewellery, clothes and private jets. 
One could also invest in friendship 
and children! There was even an 
Integrated Resort (IR) where one 
could gamble at the casino to 
obtain more spending money. The 
church was hidden in a corner and 
Pastor Richard was waiting to see 
who would enter the church to 
receive salvation. Many of the 
participants went to play at the IR 
as it was exciting to win more 
money! I must praise the youth too 
as the majority actually visited the 
church and sat down to talk to 
Pastor Richard. Some who 

invested in children even sent their 
children for infant baptism. The 
Noisy Marketplace reflected the 
choices we would have to make in 
our lives. Without the fear of the 
Lord, we may get too caught up in 
the sinful and materialistic ways of 
the world. We may forget our 
salvation and ignore God’s call to 
repent, to serve Him and to walk in 
His ways. Thus, the fear of the Lord 
is essential as it gives us the 
wisdom to make the right choices 
and to walk in God’s will. 

In the other game of Snatchball, 
there was a “god” who stood on a 
table with his back facing the 
crowd. The aim of the game was to 
snatch a ball from under the table 
without the “god” knowing. When 
the “god” turned around, everyone 
had to freeze or else they would be 
sent back. However, the “god” 
could also arbitrarily send someone 
back even if he had not been 
caught moving. The game was very 
difficult because people were 
constantly being sent back without 
even getting near the table. 
Actually, what the participants did 
not know was that the game master 
could help them. He could tell the 
“god” not to turn or tell the youths to 
move forward to get the ball. The 
“god” represents the people we 
fear in our lives and the game 
master represents God. There are 
times when we forget that we 
should fear God instead of man, 
and that God wants to help us and 
be the master of our lives. We 
should seek to please Him rather 
than strive for man’s approval.

At the end of the games and before 
breaking camp, we held a 
debriefing. We, the organisers, 
were really glad when the youths 
thanked us for the camp. They 
(Continued on page 11)
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Can we, in this life, ever 
comprehend the magnitude of 
God’s love for us, His creatures? I 
doubt very much that our puny 
minds can ever fully understand 
the length and the breadth, the 
height and the depth of the love 
that God, our Father, has for us. 
 
“The Father Heart of God” seminar 
was held on 10 November 2007 at 
LCOR, to help us examine our 
relationship with our God. Before 
the seminar, all participants were 
given some guided questions to 
answer that concerned our 
relationships with our earthly 
fathers and mothers. A comparison 
was then made between our 
relationships with our earthly 
fathers and mothers and our 
relationships with God our 
heavenly Father. Many could draw 
parallels between their 
relationships with their earthly 
parents and with God. However, 
that was not the case for me. My 
relationship with my earthly father 
was in complete contrast to my 
relationship with my heavenly 
Father.  As far as I can remember, 
I never had a very close 
relationship with my earthly father. 
Only very recently, by God’s 
amazing grace and mercy, do I find 
warmth and love flowing from my 
heart towards my father and feel 
the same from him. This is 
something that only God can do 

inside the human heart that is 
hardened by sin and shame.

Going back to the seminar, we 
were given a revelation of the 
Father Heart of God through the 
word of God and through the life of 
Jesus. A detailed study was done 
on the lives and responses of the 
two brothers in the parable of the 
prodigal son in Luke 15:25-32. 
However, all these are only words 
unless there is the true encounter 
with God our Father in our own 
experience. Whether we realise it 
or not, most of us carry the heavy 
baggage of our past. When these 
baggage are not confronted and 
dealt with, they become garbage 
accumulating in our lives that affect 
our walk with the Lord Jesus, our 
relationship with others and even 
our acceptance of ourselves. Ever 
wondered why we seem to be 
going around in circles in our 
Christian life and ending up 
nowhere? Why is there so much 
anger and frustration inside? Is 
there bitterness taking root inside 
our hearts, poisoning our souls and 
making us suspicious of everyone 
around us? We may be carrying 
loads of baggage and garbage that 
need to be dealt with. These were 
some of the issues addressed 
during the seminar.

The most touching part was when 
Ms Sandra Moo shared about the 
inner healing sessions that she had 

conducted, where she 
ministered to some people who 
needed to have the garbage 
cleaned out of their lives. Jesus 
appeared in visions to these 

people and He revealed His love to 
them in ways that touched them the 
most. He knows us more than we 
can ever know ourselves and He 
touches us where it matters most. 
Here is where we get a glimpse of 
the depth of the Father’s love for 
each one of us. We are not just 
masses of people to Him, but 
individuals with different lives, 
histories, needs and pains. He 
addresses those needs and pains 
in our lives and takes them upon 
Himself. Hebrews 4:15-16 comes 
to mind, “For we do not have a 
high priest who cannot 
sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but One who has 
been tempted in all things as we 
are, yet without sin. Therefore let 
us draw near with confidence to 
the throne of grace, so that we 
may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.”  
 
Jesus came to give us abundant 
life and He desires that we live the 
abundant life even now in our 
earthly life. If we find obstacles that 
hinder us from living and 
experiencing that abundant life 
right now, maybe there are things 
that need to be confronted and 
dealt with in our lives. Why not take 
the step forward to confront these 
issues, so that your relationship 
with God the Father can be 
strengthened and you can begin to 
understand the greatness of His 
love for you. 
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(Continued from page 10)
shared with us how God had 
spoken to them during the camp 
and the lessons that they would 
take home with them. By God’s 

grace, our prayers and hard work 
had paid off as the youths were 
motivated to learn more about God 
and have a personal relationship 
with Him. I hope that as the year 

passes, they would remember the 
youth camp and its message of 
fearing God, and they would decide 
to walk closely with God. 



�����������	


��
���������

�����������������������
����������	
�����
�����������������
�����������	
�
����	
�������������

�����������������������
������������
���

������
���������������
��������� �!����
"��� ������������������
��������	�#������
����	�#������������������

��������������
$���$����%���!�
�
�%����
�������������
$���&���������
	�����������������

Church Council Members

Chairman: Mr. Soon Hock Bee
V-Chairman: Mr. Chong Chee Meng
Secretary: Ms. Joan Lee
Asst Secretary: Mr. Edwin Tay
Treasurer: Mr. Yap Wai Meng
Members: Rev. Nick Singh
  Rev. Jimmy Khoo
  Rev. Lu Guan Hoe 
  Ps. Eric Chan
  Mdm. Lee Jean Chew
  Mdm. Martha Lu
  Mdm. Agnes Loo 
  Mdm. Koh Shaw Keng
  Mr. Oliver Chew
  Mr. Stephen Lau
  Mr. Goh Wooi Boon
  Mr. Edwin Raj  

Worship Services

Sunday

9:00 am Liturgical English Service

10:30 am  Mandarin Service

11:00 am  Contemporary English Service

Saturday

2:30 pm  Hokkien/Cantonese Service

 (3rd Saturday of the month)

6:30 pm Tamil Service

Baptism classes conducted on an ad-hoc 

basis. Check with pastors for details.
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