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Looking 
back on the 
year 2006, 
there are 
many 
things that 
we have 
learned as 
a church 
together. On a personal note, as 
my time as Council Chairman 
comes to an end, I want to record 
my thanks to the whole church and 
especially the office bearers in 
Council – our hardworking 
treasurers (Stephen, Eric, Ngan 
Seng), secretary (Wai Meng) and 
vice-chairs (Martha and Chee 
Ming). I really enjoyed my term – 
well, most of it!
 
Perhaps the most valuable lesson 
that I have learned (or re-learned) 
this year is that we have a 
priceless treasure in earthen 
vessels (2 Corinthians 4:7). This is 
something we have heard many 
times, yet I found myself needing 
to be constantly reminded of this. 
 
First, the priceless treasure: As we 
built on the theme of evangelism 
from 2005 through discipleship in 
2006, we saw God at work 
drawing people to Himself in many 
diverse ways. Many of us who 

have been Christians for a long time 
cannot remember how wonderful 
the gospel of salvation is. To 
someone hearing it for the first time, 
the promise of freedom from Sin is 
really liberation – truth indeed. This 
year, we saw people coming to 
know Christ from the 
neighbourhood, from our families 
and friends in often surprising ways. 
Christianity Explored has taken off 
under Richard’s leadership and the 
outreach to the senior citizens by 
the Chinese congregation is 
beginning to see breakthroughs. 
While our missionaries have seen 
God working in the countries 
around us, it is always good to see 
God reaching people in Singapore 
where we often believe (perhaps 
without good reason!) that the 
ground is “hard”. As we see God 
drawing our friends and neighbours 
to Himself, it would be good for us 
to reflect on what He has given us – 
the precious gift of His Son. This gift 
is given freely so that there is 
nothing we have to do to earn our 
salvation; in fact, there is nothing 
that we can do to earn our 
salvation. It is indeed God’s grace 
alone through the gift of faith alone 
that brings us this priceless 
treasure.
 
Now for the earthen vessels: this 

Many thanks to those who have 
contributed articles and photographs 
towards this issue: 

Dr Paul Ananth Tambyah, Jimmy Lee, 
Yap Wai Meng, Ps Michael Christian, 
Irene Lee, Kurt and Sally Kovach, Colin 
Yeo, Bernice Tay, Sophia Liu, Leong 
Huiran, Rev Nick Singh and Mok Swee 
Kin.
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year, we have had many instances 
of physical, emotional and spiritual 
distress. People we know and love 
in all the services have fallen ill, 
some more seriously than others 
and we have lost loved ones. It is 
very difficult to accept these losses 
but they help remind us how frail 
we are. The church has come 
together to stand alongside those 
who have had difficulties and 
losses. This is part of being one 
body – the body of Christ. This 
coming alongside can be a 
powerful testimony to others about 
the unity we share in the Body. 
 
At the same time, there have been 
instances when we have 
disagreed. As the Apostle Paul 
puts it – the body is made up of 
many parts after all - how boring it 
would be if we were all the same! 

Often we can get frustrated with 
fellow believers, if not in church, 
then in our families or at work. I 
subscribe to Dr Schroeder’s 
mailing list which has weekly 
devotions based on the lectionary 
(these are archived at http://
www.crossings.org/ and are a 
valuable resource freely available). 
A few weeks ago, the writer of the 
mediation, a theologian, wrote of 
frustration with a car mechanic for 
a job that he felt was poorly done. 
He reported being put in his place 
by the second mechanic who was 
repairing the original work. This 
second mechanic said to him as he 
was “cursing” the first workman, 
“There was a perfect Man who 
once walked this earth – but they 
nailed Him to a cross”. As we who 
all are earthen vessels interact with 
one another (and our leaders in the 

council, ministries and pastoral 
staff), let us remember that none of 
us is perfect; we are all pieces of 
clay being shaped by the Master 
Potter into vessels for Him to use.
 
As we move forward into the new 
year which is already three months 
old, let us be available to God, to let 
Him use us in His church for His 
work. Let us all "remember we are 
dust" as we are reminded at Ash 
Wednesday. But this dust is 
precious to God who accepts us as 
we are - dust, clay, earthen 
vessels, without any claim but that 
Jesus died to set us free. Free from 
the need to do anything at all to 
earn God's favour. Let Him fashion 
the dust into useful but fragile 
earthen vessels for His marvellous 
work. 
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   Collection (S$)  Ministry disbursed to (S$)
  
 January  6,940   500 - Kurt and Sally
      1,500 - Myanmar
      3,000 - Nias
      1,000 - Asia Soul Winners
      2,000 - Mongolia
     
 February 4,070   500 - Kurt and Sally
      1,500 - Myanmar
      860 - Myanmar Medical Missions
      6,000 - Nias
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Yes! Its that time of the 
year again, when we troop 
forth to Malaysia with our 
drums, guitars, 3-in-1 
coffee mix, and most 
importantly, our expectant 
hearts to meet God and 
recharge our spirits.  

This is the first LCOR retreat for the 
English congregation since 2004. 
We are sure that you are just as 
excited going for this retreat as we 
are bringing it to you. So first things 
first:  block your schedules for 8 to 
11 Jun 07 (Fri to Mon) . 
Administrative details inset.

The theme for this retreat is 
LCOR’s theme for this year, “Thy 
Kingdom Come” . We are going to 
focus on how God redeems and 
delivers us through Jesus Christ, to 
bring us to Himself. This is 
accomplished through the Holy 
Spirit, who brings it to us by the 
Word and enlightens and 
strengthens us in faith by his power.

The minister for this retreat is Rev 
Michael Ross-Watson.  Rev 
Michael is the director of WEC 
International in London, and a 
regular preacher at Church of Our 
Saviour. He is also frequently 
invited to many retreats and 
seminars in UK and Singapore. 
See Noelle Chen's experience of a 
retreat led by Rev Michael, inset.

As with past retreats, we hope that 
cost will not prohibit people from 
attending the retreat. Please let us 
know if you need some help 
financially and we will do what we 
can. For those who are able (and 

willing), we would appreciate your 
offerings towards subsidies for 
those in need and also for the 
transport to and from the resort.

Finally, as most of you already 
know, Eric Hong, who was 
Chairman of this year's organising 
committee, suffered a stroke in 
January. We are thankful that Eric 
is recovering and is even keeping 
track of the retreat organisation! 
Praise God for that. We 
covet your prayers for 
Eric and his family (wife 
Daphne and kids Zekiel 
and Adele) as he 
recovers from the stroke. 
Let us pray that Eric and 
his family will be there at 
the retreat to meet God 
and be ministered to.

������	)������	&���
�������	����	*���������	���������

 “Personally, what struck me most about Michael [Ross Watson]'s teachings 
was the fact that despite, or perhaps because of, all he has been through, his faith in 
God is exceptionally strong.  He spoke on his years as a missionary in Indonesia, the 
difficulties he and his wife faced, and how each and every single time, our God would 
come through for them.

 It was particularly encouraging when he shared the story of how his daughter 
was kidnapped and subsequently killed by one of the Muslim rebels in the area and 
how he had to go out of the village to carry his daughter's body back home, as well 
as the intense struggle he and his wife faced afterwards in dealing with their sorrow 
and pain. Yet, he continued serving God and one day was even able to forgive the 
person who had brought them such pain.

 He told the story with such raw emotion despite the years that have passed, 
and I found myself caught up by their pain. I remember thinking to myself, how would 
I ever cope if such a thing happened to me, and I realised it was so incredibly difficult 
to forgive. He was very big on missions, and encouraged us as a body of OCF 
[Overseas Christian Fellowship] to consider going into missions, even if it was 
short-term missions, telling us that God can really use us in a powerful way on the 
mission field. His comparison of his relationship with God and his relationship with 
his son (who's a chef at a famous London restaurant) was also something I remember, 
because it really hit home when he shared how happy he was when he could just spend 
time alone with his son discussing life and other things - in the same way God is very 
very happy when we give our time to him and honour him in our lives.”       

- LCOR Member Noelle Chen, in London

RETREAT DETAILS

Theme:   Thy Kingdom Come

When:    8 to 11 June 2007 (Fri to Mon)

Where:    Awana Genting, Malaysia

Speaker : Rev Michael Ross-Watson
Charges : 

·  Working adults (twin sharing) - $215

·  Non-working adults / students (triple 
sharing) - $180

·  Children from 4 to 12 years old - $65

·  Free for children below 4 years old

For more details, contact Wai Meng at 
9632 6449 / yapwaimeng@pacific.net.sg 
or Lanny from liturgical service. 
Registration forms are available at 3rd floor 
MPH.

Retreat Venue - 
Awana Genting 



Nias is an Indonesian island off the 
western coast of Sumatra. It is 
about 150 km long and 50 km wide, 
and has a population of 700,000 
people. Since 1997, the objective 
of the Nias Mission, Tomorrow’s 
Hope, is for the underprivileged 
children to have a hope of a 
brighter future. Most of these 
children are either orphaned or 
fatherless, and hence have low 
social status. In the poor villages, 
many of them are deprived of an 
education, subject to child labour, 
and married off at an early age if 
they are girls. Many of those 
underprivileged Niasan children 
who are sent to homes in the big 
cities of Indonesia do not return to 
the island.
  
Tomorrow's Hope and a local 
Niasan church have been 
addressing the needs of these 
underprivileged children by taking 
care of their education and 
providing health care and 
vocational training.
 
After the Asian Tsunami of 
December 2004 and the 
earthquake of March 2005, our 
children’s home saw a sharp 
increase in the number of children 
under charge to about 250. To 
accommodate the increasing 
number of children, work on a new 
complex in Afia (about 12 km north 
of the capital Gunung Sitoli) funded 
by the Singapore Red Cross 
(SRC), began in 2005. The 
Tomorrow’s Hope Complex has 
acquired about 18 hectares of land, 
which will be used for three 
schools, a Children’s Home, and 

an Extended Learning Vocational 
Centre which includes a farm.

The Schools

Four hectares of land have been 
allocated for the primary, lower 
secondary and senior secondary 
schools, on which we are working 
together with our partners, Lentera 
Harapan from Jakarta. The 
construction began in August 2006 
and is due to complete in May 
2007. Upon completion, the first 
intake of children will be received in 
July 2007. Out of the 16 modules, 
11 are for classrooms which can 
accommodate about 440 children 
in total, and the rest are for a 
library, staff office, a laboratory and 
other facilities. Most of the 
teachers and administrative staff 
are trained in Jakarta and North 
Sumatra.

The Children’s Home

A Singapore architect designed the 
complex, which comprises of four 

children’s dormitories, one staff 
block, one volunteers’ block, one 
senior staff block, one activity 
block, one auditorium / kitchen, one 
main office and one common toilet. 
Construction began in January 
2007 and is expected to finish in 
July 2007. Upon completion, the 
Home can accommodate 160 
underprivileged children from all 
over the island of Nias. The 
Children’s Home is designed to 
ensure that each child is properly 
nurtured.

The Extended Learning Centre 

Built on land purchased with funds 
from the SRC, Swiss bank UBS 
has funded the construction and 
furnishing of equipment for the five 
blocks. The construction work is by 
International Organisation of 
Migration (IOM). It also began in 
January 2007, and is to be 
completed in May 2007. The 
Centre has been designed to 
conduct training in carpentry, 
tailoring, cooking, bakery, 

hairdressing, 
handicraft, electrical 
installation, music, 
agriculture and 
computer software 
and hardware. Also 
incorporated in the 
design is a library. 
The Centre is to 
serve both the 
Children’s Home 
and the local 
communities.

The Farm

The farm is about 7 hectares in 
area. Since agriculture is still the 
main economic activity of the 
island, our long-term programme 
aims to assist local farmers to 
improve their methods of farming. 
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Also, as a means for the Centre to 
be self-supporting, our children 
and staff will work on the farm daily 
to place food on the table. As 
another form of education, the 
school is developing programmes 
to emphasise to the children the 
importance of farming.
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In Hebrews 11:10, the author says, 
“… for he (Abraham) was looking 
for the city which has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is 
God.”.

A young teenage girl stood at the 
entrance of the office in Nias, 
wanting to see me. I invited her in 
and she quickly found a seat and 
began to relate her story.

Her name was Atiusu Ndruru, and 
she was 19 years old. Her mother 
died when she was a young girl. 
Her father then remarried and 
moved to Sumatra. She attended a 
primary school in southwestern 
Nias. Her future was bleak and an 
aunt who was staying in the capital 
of Nias found a sponsor for her. 
Atiusu eventually came to Gunung 
Sitoli and lived with the family.

Almost in 
tears, Atiusu 
added that 
after five years 
with the family, 
they had been 
pressuring her 
to convert to 

their faith. She had 
not been permitted to 
read the Bible at 
home or to attend 
Church service on 
Sundays. When 
asked why she 
wanted to remain a 

Christian, her answer was that it 
was the religion of her ancestors.

An increasing number of young 
and poor Niasans are leaving the 
faith and it is because they are not 
aware that the faith is all about 
Jesus Christ. 

Please join us in praying that the 
new 
Tomorrow’s 
Hope 
Complex 
will be a 
complex 
whose 
architect 
and builder 
is God, for 
only then 
will the 
underprivi-
leged 
children 
attending 
our pro-

grammes 
and teachings bear the fruit of His 
kingdom.

On behalf of Tomorrow’s Hope, I 
am truly thankful to the many 
individuals and organisations that 
have contributed in various ways to 
this project. We hope that in your 
own special way, you can continue 
to be our partners in this work. Your 
generosity will certainly give the 
underprivileged children in Nias a 
hope of a brighter future. 

May our Lord continue to grant us 
His grace as we serve in His 
Kingdom. 

Children’s dormitories 
under construction

Extended Learning Centre under construction
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While it is a blessed privilege, and 
one greatly to be desired, to be a 
Christian, it is nevertheless a 
serious matter, if rightly 
understood. There are many who 
live a fairly good life, in a general 
way, but who can not say from the 
heart that they know the 
blessedness of acceptance with 
God. Many live on from week to 
week, until the time is drawn out 
into years, self-condemned 
because of known sins which they 
are unwilling to confess and 
surrender.

When we are really ready to yield 
up a cherished indulgence, God 
will not fail to give the victory in its 
removal. We may at times believe 
that we are willing to yield, hope 
that we are, or will be; but when the 
test comes, we reveal that we are 
not willing, and the weakness of 
doubt and condemnation takes 
away all that would otherwise be 
courage and joy.

God has said, very plainly, “It is 
required in stewards, that a man be 
found faithful;” and the true child of 
God will be as faithful when with 
worldlings when in his own home, 
or when alone, as when he is with 
other members of the church. In 
eating or drinking, in conversation 
or in business, he will be a 
representative of the light which 
God has given to him.

The person who is constantly 
seeking excuses for some 
deviation from the light given, 
betrays the fact that to him the 
yoke of Christ is a yoke of 
bondage, and that his heart is still 
with his idols. 

Some will serve the Lord if all the 
perplexities are removed. One 
says, “I would obey if I was sure I 
could make a living.” Another says, 
“If I only knew a place where I 
could work and keep the Sabbath, 
I would keep it.” Even the patriarch 
Jacob said, at one time in his 
experience, “If God will be with me, 
and will keep me in this way that I 
go, and will give me bread to eat, 
and raiment to put on, so that I 
come again to my father’s house in 
peace; then shall the Lord be my 
God.” Gen. 28:20, 21. It took Jacob 
twenty years to learn the lesson of 
implicit faith and trust, with no 
added conditions of raiment, 
bread, peace, or even life. In the 
night of wrestling, the victory was 
gained, and God gave Jacob a new 
name, and with it a place among 
the conquerors through faith. Gen. 
32: 24-28. Entire consecration will 
say, Though he slay me, yet will I 
trust in him;” or, as Paul says, 
“Christ shall he magnified in my 
body whether it be by life, or by 
death.” Phil. 1: 20, last part.

The surrender which makes one 
reserve betrays the fact that 
nothing has been surrendered; for 
when a man makes any reserve at 
all, he thereby claims for himself 
the right to decide the extent of that 
reserve, whether all, or part, thus 
putting God’s claim secondary to 
man’s judgment. But man has sold 
himself to the author of sin (Rom. 
6:16), and when he reserves the 
whole, or even the smallest part, it 
is not for himself, but for the master 
who has claimed all in the past. It is 
a plea for his rights to be first. As 
God accepts no divided heart, the 
decision of the man leaves all in 

the hands of the old master, 
and he is a slave still. 2 Peter 2: 
19.

Christ said: “The prince of this 
world cometh, and hath nothing 

in me.” John 14: 30. There can be 
no divided ownership. “Doth a 
fountain send forth at the same 
place both sweet water and bitter?” 
James 3: 11. “Either make the tree 
good, and his fruit good; or else 
make the tree corrupt, and his fruit 
corrupt.” Matt. 12 : 33.

The man, then, who clings to sin, 
may allow the enemy to deceive 
him; but the reserve reveals the 
fact that the old master has not 
been dispossessed, and that he 
still holds the first claim. Unless this 
claim is broken, and that quickly, 
the tyrant will bring other agencies 
to his aid, and all that has been 
thought to be surrendered will he 
reclaimed, and the last state of that 
man will be worse than the first. 
The only way of success, the only 
way of life, is to make a complete, 
unconditional surrender, and then 
to endure as “seeing him who is 
invisible,” doing nothing that we 
would be willing to have the angel 
record in heaven’s ledger, and 
standing true though standing 
alone.

This article can be found at http://
www.writtentreasures.org/html/true-
christian.html, which reprints older or 
“heritage” Christian articles.
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Have you noticed women 
appearing in advertisements, 
television programmes and movies 
with rising hem lines, plunging 
necklines, and not being afraid to 
portray individuality, physical 
beauty and sexual relationships? 
Magazines are teaching readers 
how to attract the opposite sex. In 
the face of this unremitting media 
onslaught, it is comforting to 
remind ourselves that the Bible is 
still as relevant today as it was 
centuries ago, and it does have 
answers to our burning questions 
about sexuality. After all, early 
Christians and Israelites of the Old 
Testament also faced such 
temptations, and were urged to 
overcome them. 

On 28 January, Mr Andrew 
Thomas was invited to give a talk 
on Sex and Christianity to the 
youths in the second service as 
part of a combined youth fellowship 
activity. Andrew got started on this 
topic after he was interviewed for 
an article in The New Paper as a 
50-year-old virgin, to coincide with 
the release of the movie The 40-
Year-Old Virgin starring Steve 
Carell. After “shooting to fame”, he 
was invited by his pastor at Church 
of Our Saviour to share with the 
congregation the answer to the 
three questions below:
 
1. Why do you want to 
abstain from sex? Isn't it just a 
natural part of a mature dating 
relationship between two 
consenting adults? 

2. Was it difficult to abstain 
and remain chaste all this while? 

Do you feel you have lost out on 
anything?

3. Why haven't you been in a 
relationship for so long, don't 
you think you should be 
married?

The answer to Question 1 was 
given during his first talk at LCOR 
and answers to Questions 2 and 3 
will be shared in another talk. 

In the first talk, Andrew drew from 
his personal experiences, from 
growing up in church in England in 
the 1960s, to his years working in 
the creative arts scene in 
Singapore where he got to meet 
many colleagues, friends and 
clients of various social 
backgrounds and beliefs. The stark 
truth is that what society considers 
as acceptable changes over time, 
while what God demands of us 
never changes. If we judge right 
and wrong based on what the 
majority of society is doing, we end 
up eroding our biblical values and 
dimming our ability to be the light of 
the world. 

We are reminded that God is the 
designer of marriage and sex. 
They are designed to be beautiful 

and holy. Sex is sometimes 
degraded as a sport, trophy or 
entertainment, but it is never meant 
to be such. The Ten 
Commandments state that we are 
not to commit adultery or to covet 
our neighbour’s wife, and God 
taught the Israelites to punish 
adultery in Deuteronomy 22:20-24. 
Jesus further emphasized how 
dangerous lust is because having 
lustful thoughts is committing 
adultery in the heart (Matthew 5:27-
32). The pervasiveness of sexual 
immorality both within and without 
the early churches led the church 
fathers to teach about the gravity of 
such sins and how our bodies are 
the holy temples of God 
(Corinthians 6:13-20). Sex is never 
to be trivialized in the eyes of our 
Holy Creator.

God designed sex to bind husband 
and wife in a loving marriage. 
Oxytocin, a hormone produced in 
the brain, helps to develop 
maternal-child bonding during 
breastfeeding. As it is also secreted 
actively during sex, it is postulated 
that a similar bonding is created 
between partners during a sexual 
act and it may thus explain how sex 
could help strengthen the 
relationship between a couple. The 
danger however becomes evident 
when we have sex outside the 
covenant of marriage, where 
ungodly emotional bondage is 
established between the two 
persons. This brings about many 
fearful consequences, such as 
emotional wounding and giving the 
devil a foothold on our marriages 
and both partners. 

Some individuals condone sexual 
promiscuity and premarital sex with 
the excuse of establishing sexual 
compatibility. Andrew used scotch
(Continued on facing page)
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“I’ve wasted it! I’ve wasted 
it!”  Picture yourself saying this in 
the final days of your life. This is 
what you call a tragedy.

God created us to live with a single 
passion: to joyfully display his 
supreme excellence in all the 
spheres of life. A wasted life is one 
without this passion. 

Many think that glorifying God and 
delighting in Him with all their heart 
are two different aims. However, 
Piper shows that these are actually 
not two but one. God being 
glorified and God being enjoyed 
are not separate matters. 

We are not our own; Christ bought 
us at the price of his own death. 
Therefore, every enjoyment in this 

life and the next that is not idolatry 
is a tribute to the infinite value of 
the cross of Christ – the burning 

centre of the glory of God. And 
thus, a cross-centred, cross-
exalting, cross-saturated life is a 
God-glorifying life – the only God-
glorifying life.

Whether you are a student 
dreaming of something radical for 
your life, or a retiree hoping not to 
waste the golden years, this book 
will warn you not to get caught up 
in a life that counts for nothing. It 
will challenge you to live and die 
boasting in the cross of Christ and 
making the glory of God your 
singular passion. If you believe that 
to live is Christ and to die is gain, 
read this book, learn to live for 
Christ, and don’t waste your life! 
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(Continued from facing page)

tape as an analogy to counter such 
views. How useful can the tape be 

if it is used to stick 
two different 
surfaces together 
time after time? 
Furthermore, 
satisfaction from 
sex flows from a 

loving, trusting relationship 
between two individuals, rather 
than from treating it as a physical 
activity. The bonding in a marriage 
goes beyond sexual relationship, 
to the couple’s shared life goals, 
understanding of each other and 
going through thick and thin as 
one. Sharing by long-time married 
couples suggests that sex gets 
better with better understanding 
and practice between two 
individuals. 

Society has also been plagued by 
the increasing incidence of 
sexually-transmitted diseases 
(STDs), from the age-old syphilis 
and gonorrhoea to the more recent 
HIV/AIDS virus. We should be 
mindful that there are breakdown 
rates in using contraceptive 
devices, making abstinence the 
only fool-proof means of 
contraception and protection 
against STDs. 

Finally, Andrew pointed out that 
virginity is a gift that he would like 
to present to the person he loves, 
with whom he will spend the rest of 
his life. He likens pre-marital sex to 
giving the wedding ring to various 
potential partners to see who the 
ring will fit best. If we deem the 
wedding ring a precious and 
exclusive gift to our life partner, 
what more the gift of virginity? 

There are several good Christian 
books in the market written on this 
topic. Unfortunately, not many 
people would read them or find out 
on their own what God has so 
explicitly said about relationships in 
the Bible. The purpose of this talk 
was to raise the youths’ awareness 
that sex doesn’t belong to the 
domain of the secular world; 
instead, it is an aspect of our lives 
that should be fully submitted to 
God. We are reminded not to fall 
into temptation and become of the 
world, but to retain our saltiness for 
the world. For what use is salt when 
it loses its saltiness? 

Mr Andrew Thomas was a youth leader in 
England before coming to Singapore to 
work as a designer for the past 15 years. 
He will be returning to England this year. 



On the afternoon of Saturday 3 
March 2007, I arrived at the 
sanctuary on the third floor of 
LCOR to attend a seminar on 
Spiritual Leadership. Seated in the 
room already were about 60 
persons, many of whom were 
unfamiliar faces to me. Brethren 
including pastors and parish 
workers from the various Lutheran 
churches in Singapore came to 
attend this 3½-hour seminar 
planned by the LCS Education 
Committee. 

The speaker Dr F. Dean 
Lueking has 50 years of 
pastoral experience, 44 of 
them in the same 
congregation, Grace Lutheran 
in River Forest, Illinois. In 
1996, he was voted the Parish 
Pastor of the year in USA. Dr 
Lueking shared from his 
wealth of life experiences as 
he brought us through this 
seminar on “Spiritual 
Leadership – Leaders as 
Servants”.

The session started with an ice-
breaker game. The winner, our 
dear sister Judy Soon, was 
presented with a book, The Grace 
of It All: Reflections on the Art of 
Ministry written by Dr Lueking (see 
picture of book cover above). This 
book is a recollection and fruits of 
his 50 years in parish ministry. He 
shares the excitement, 
gratefulness, graciousness, 
routine, and sometimes heartache 
of ministry. 

Dr Lueking’s hand-out notes has a 
cover page with a picture of Jesus 

washing the feet of His disciples. 
His notes started with the threshold 
question: which is the priority – to 
serve or to lead?  Jesus did not 
come to be served, but to serve all 
mankind. Our attitude should be 
the same as that of Christ Jesus 
our Lord. He did not consider 
equality with God something to be 
grasped but made Himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of a servant. 
He humbled Himself and became 
obedient to death on a cross. 

Jesus took on Himself the lowest 
place of all. God, therefore, raised 
and exalted Him to the highest 
place. Jesus is our par example of 
a servant leader. In humbling 
Himself as a servant, Jesus taught 
us the true meaning of leadership. 
Servanthood based in Christ-given 
grace creates spiritual leadership.

Dr Lueking extracted biblical 
themes from the David stories in 1 
and 2 Samuel. The first of these 
themes is this: We are called as 
servant leaders. When we serve 
with humility, God works through 
our gifts, capacities and flaws. He 
gives grace to the humble. 

In the Bible, the 
words “servant” 
and “minister” 
are synonyms, 
as are “service” 

and “ministry”. We 
are placed as 
servant leaders 
within our families, 
workplaces, 
congregations and 
neighbourhoods. As long as we 
serve in any capacity, we are 
ministers. 

Young David portrayed the spirit of 
servant leadership from his knees 
and exercised creative imagination 

when encountering Goliath. He 
knelt down to select five smooth 
stones. In the face of crisis, we 
need to identify the Gospel-
centred option to defeat the 
enemy. 

Servant leaders need refuge and 
solitude, as did our Lord. 
Circumstances in the wilderness 
are beyond our control. It is both 
terrible and frightening, and yet 
this is the place where God’s 
grace abounds like nowhere 

else. The circumstances train our 
eyes not to focus on the enemy but 
on God’s glory. Fully alert and 
open-eyed, we are carried through 
by God’s goodness. 

I had the privilege to be greeted by 
Dr and Mrs Dean Lueking during 
the tea break. What touched me 
about them was their profound 
humility and grace-filled lives. The 
short encounter with them was very 
uplifting. It was indeed a blessing to 
listen to their inspiring testimonies 
and be taught by a spiritual leader 
who has honed the art of ministry 
over many years. Dr Lueking’s life 
is a demonstration of God’s grace 
at work.
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When the Godchicks cell group 
used to meet on Wednesday 
nights, my private nickname for it 
would be Ladies’ Night. “I’m going 
for Ladies’ Night tonight!” I would 
tell myself and get all geared up to 
go to Suren’s house, ready to meet 
up with our cell group leader Suren 
and the other “Chickadees”, 
Joanne, Eunice, Jasmine, Winnie, 
and Deborah and Noelle (when 
both are in town). We mostly have 
our cell groups in Suren’s cosy 
bedroom, which is the most 
equipped room for holding cell 
groups that I have ever seen. It has 
her guitar, and a TV-like Apple 
computer to watch sermons on 
right in front of her bed, which 
doubles up as a sofa. Cell group 
has been very exciting for me. We 
try to meet up once a week as 
much as possible. Now that I’m 
here in the UK on exchange, I 
realise that it has become a big 
part of my life. I grew up with these 
girls. We played with each other in 
the old church playground, 
watched each other go through the 
awkward phase and terribly 
distressing exams. However, I 
think this last year of being in the 
Godchicks has brought us all 
closer together and more open in 
sharing and supporting each other. 

This year will be a very busy and 
crucial one for the Godchicks. 
Many of us are in our final year of 
university studies and will be 
entering the workforce soon. Some 
of us are in relationships, which 
come with their own set of 
challenges. Therefore, our cell 
group meetings touch very much 
on how we can mature into girls 

after God’s own heart. 
In January for 
example, we watched 
a sermon about “Being 
Single Like Jesus” by 
Mars Hill Church, and 
then had a discussion 
on it. That truly was 
enlightening for both 
the single and 
attached Chickadees. 
Last year, we 
completed the Catalyst 
groupzine (a magazine 
that has discussions 
for group studies), which taught us 
how to harness and channel our 
leadership qualities into the 
different facets of our lives, like 
work, school and church, and how 
to be Christ-like in every area. It 
was a really thought-provoking 
book that got us to be honest about 
our lives with God.

The thing I like about cell group is 
that it makes me reflect and 
confront why I think a certain way 
about things, and how I have been 
living my life as a result. Suren 
poses questions that make us think 
HARD and become aware of 
mindsets that we have taken to be 
normal, but may actually be 
displeasing to God. It could be as 
simple as what influences us in our 
choice of outfits. 

We also have sessions where we 
devote the entire cell group time to 
spending time with God in prayer 
and worship. We sometimes have 
all the lights off in the room, and 
worship as God leads. Then we 
have sharing, and it is truly 
amazing to hear how God speaks 

to us as a group and individually 
each time. 

However, it is not all discussions 
about school, boyfriends and our 
futures. Once a month, we have 
cell group outings to spend time 
together. We have had quite a few 
dinners and last year, we went to 
catch The Devil Wears Prada at the 
Cathay. Recently, we had a 
reunion breakfast at Suren’s house 
to celebrate Chinese New Year!

Currently, we are doing another 
groupzine on work, covering issues 
such as work-life balance. It is quite 
useful especially for those who are 
graduating this year as it helps to 
prepare us for the expectations of 
working life. Cell group time has 
shifted from Wednesday nights to 
Tuesday nights so as not to clash 
with the Kairos course.

Although the group is made up of 
working and studying young ladies, 
some of whom might in the near 
future be based overseas, I hope 
that we can continue to share each 
others’ lives and provide mutual 
support as we grow in Christ.

#� ����0�	����	#����
3����	-����� Growing up together as girls after 

God’s own heart!
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Church Council Members

Chairman: Mr. Paul Ananth Tambyah
V-Chairman: Mr. Chong Chee Meng
Secretary: Mr. Yap Wai Meng
Treasurer: Mr. Stephen Lau
Members: Mdm. Lee Jean Chew
  Ms. Joan Lee  
  Mdm. Agnes Loo
  Mdm. Martha Lu
  Mdm. Koh Shaw Keng 
  Mr. Kelly Olafson
  Mdm. Tan Kim Hwa
  Mr. Edwin Tay

Sunday Worship Services

8:00 am Tamil Service

8:30 am Liturgical English Service

10:30 am  Chinese Service

11:00 am  Contemporary English Service

12:30 pm Mandarin Youth Service

2:30 pm  Hokkien/Cantonese Service
 (3rd Saturday of the month)

Christian Education Sessions

10-11 am Christian Education Hour

10-11 am Confirmation Class

Baptism classes conducted on an ad-hoc 

basis. Check with pastors for details.
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