(Bible Text: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-
39)

Man always assumes that as long
as he can distinguish between
good and evil, everything will be
alright. Perhaps you too have
asked this question before: since
God is upright and righteous, why
would an upright and righteous
God allow the existence of so
many evil people in this world?
Why doesn't God rid this world of
evil?

Ezekiel 33:11 says, "Say to them,
‘As surely as | live, declares the
Sovereign LORD, | take no
pleasure in the death of the
wicked, but rather that they turn
from their ways and live." If God
were to destroy the wicked
completely, consider whether you
also would be destroyed. We often
think that we are not wicked
people, and hence would wish that
God would rid the world of the
wicked. But if the upright and
righteous God wishes to remove
the wicked, he would have to
remove all of them. Would you
stand a chance? Ultimately, God
desires for the wicked to repent
and turn from their evil ways.

The Lord Jesus once brought his
disciples through Samaria, and the
people in a village there did not
welcome him. Two of his disciples
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asked
him if he
wanted
them
call
down
from
heaven
to
destroy
the people. The disciples seemed
to be upright and righteous here.
But Jesus rebuked his disciples
saying, “You do not know what kind
of spirit you are of, for the Son of
Man did not come to destroy men's
lives, but to save them.” (Luke 9:51-
56)

to
fire

Matthew 13:24-30 reveals that the
disciples and the early church had
a similar desire to draw a distinction
between good and evil in the
increasingly complex society of that
day. Wouldn't life be simpler if we
could differentiate between good
and evil, right and wrong? But it
seems to be a fact of life that good
and evil cannot be distinguished
easily. For instance, although the
sower sows the seeds, the gospel
may not take root as we wish,
because there are many
unpredictable  conditions  and
factors in life that will affect the
growth of the seeds (Matthew 13:1-
9). Regardless of the adverse
conditions, the seeds of the gospel
still have to be sowed. The sowers
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should not be discouraged, as the
forthcoming harvest will be one of
abundance and joy (Matthew
13:18-23).

Weeds will also affect the growth of
wheat. Whether deliberately sown
by the enemy (as in the parable in
Matthew 13:24-30) or not, weeds
are a perennial problem farmers
have to deal with. Just like how
good and evil often co-exist, wheat
and weeds can be found growing
together. While wheat serves as
food for mankind, weeds are
useless. But it is difficult to
distinguish between them when
they have just sprouted as they are
similar in appearance then. And
when they are mature, it is difficult
to separate them as they are
usually entangled. Therefore, it is
not easy to clear the field of weeds
before the harvest without
destroying the wheat crops as well.
No wonder, when the servants in
the parable asked the owner of the
field if they should go and pull up
the weeds, he said “no”. The owner
was actually saying, “what's the
hurry?”

As men and women of God, we
should be brave enough to
recognise and stand up to what is
evilb,b, and do what is good.
However, we must admit that many

times, life’s rights and wrongs are
not that clear-cut. If we insist on
passing judgment, we may even
cut down the wheat by mistake!

| came across an interesting article
entitled, “Why Did the Teacher
Cry?” Jesus had brought the
disciples up on a hill, and started
teaching them the Beatitudes.
Simon Peter asked, “Do we have to
note these down?” Philip said,
“Sorry, could you repeat that?”
Andrew lamented, “Disciples of
John the Baptist don’t need to learn
these things.” And Matthew just
mumbled to himself. A rabbi said,
“Your lesson outline did not include
what you said just now. Don’t you
have a teaching plan? What about
assignments? Will these affect our
grades?” And Thomas only arrived
when Jesus had already finished
teaching. He pulled Jesus aside
and asked, “Teacher, did | miss
anything?” And Jesus cried!

After reading that, | did not know
whether to laugh or cry. | thought,
if we were to judge, perhaps there
would not be any disciple who
could meet the ‘standards’ required
of a disciple. Didn't Peter deny
Jesus three times? Didn't the
disciples argue over which of them
would be the greatest? And
Thomas had to see in order to

believe? What about Paul, who
persecuted the early church as
Saul?

If God had not waited for them to
change their ways, what would
their lives have been like? Would
they have thought of themselves as
“wheat” the day Jesus was
captured and crucified? Men and
women of God, we should have the
patience to wait. We wait, because
we are not clear which is wheat,
and which is weed. We wait,
because our judgment may not be
correct. We wait, because God is
also waiting for us.

In the parable, the owner’s reply to
the servant was to wait until the day
of the harvest to remove the
weeds. While waiting for the
harvest, what should the farmer
do? He should continue to tend to
the field. After all, the harvest will
take place one day.

What should we do while waiting?
Perhaps we should wait with a
grateful heart, and not with a
judgmental attitude. After all, now
we only see and understand in part.

God plants good seeds, but the evil
one plants weeds in the midst. This

is the reality of the world today.
(Continued on page 11)
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Jesus, the children, the teachers and the staff of the Center developed a | o &7
better understanding of the vision and mission in Nias and more of such ' Social workers
gatherings have been planned.

We thank the Lord for sending His workers to be our co-labourers. Yulius Zega is a Niasan, who is our

facilities supervisor. His is married with 5 children and since he is a member of the local community, the local
illagers slowly understand 0se and our mission.

R L1 Then we have Betty (above right) who is single and from Medan. A
graduate from a mission school in Surabaya, she holds the position of
admin supervisor and devotion coordinator. T~ - T T~
Tiur (above right, second from left) is also a Mihem:youreome belaoe the

single and from Medan. Trained in tailoring | & Bsletha IﬁSpirit to

and culinary, she is our logistics

supervisor. Adimani (left), who has been

with us forabout6 oo
years, cares forthe | As our Lord says in i
younger children. i John 4:35, "...open i
Due to the high i your eyes and look :

cost of living in Nlas the chlldren are converting much of | @t the fields! They i
¢ are ripe for harvest. 3 :

our premises into vegetable farms. With the basic skills in | We ask from Him to o The children will be

farming, we are learning through trial and error to produce | keep us on His track | respectful to the workers

good crops. Our harvest is for self-consumption and ! to serve and love | @ and that they will not be

grant us the wisdom and
understanding to discipline
and to love the children.

o To keep His workers
away from temptations
and to focus on a life of
His righteous-ness.

surpluses are given to another Children’s Center. His people corrupted by bad
influences.

o Ask for more partners to
be involved in the
missions.

We continue to thank the Lord for your prayers, financial and mc:-ral support and
your passion to love the underprivileged children in Nias.

May our Lord bless you richly in His grace MiChael ChriSﬂan






40-DAY 2008
July 1 - August 9

July 2008 marks the 12th season of Love
Singapore’s 40-Day prayer initiative. The theme
this year is "Beyond Words" - a call to walk the
talk, to serve in the spirit of Christ.

Week 1: True Worship
Week 2: Master Plan

Week 3: Perfect Model
\Week 4: Forever Champions
Week 5: Godly Stewardship
Week 6: True Greatness

Visit http://www.lovesingapore.org.sg/ for the
prayer guide
- city@prayer is on Mon - Fri, 1 - 2pm, at CityGate
Auditorium, High Street Centre 30th Floor
- Day of His Power is on 8 Aug, 7.30pm, at
Singapore Expo Max Pavilion
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This year’s retreat was held at the
Palace Beach & Spa, MINES
Resort City, Kuala Lumpur, from 12
to 15 June. It was a wonderful four
days of inspiring talks, intimate
sharing, and bonding among
participants. The sermons by Rev
Dr Philip Tan and Pastor Kul Bal
brought deep insights about God’s
grace and identity for us that
touched many hearts. Every
morning, the day started right with
individual devotion followed by
group reflection and prayer. The
varied outings and fun-filled
activities undertaken by different
groups during the leisure time
deepened friendships. For the
newer members, the retreat was
also a good opportunity for them to
know members of the church
better. It was a great time of
spiritual and physical refreshing for
all.

(
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The retreat began with shrieks of
laughter and lots of chaos. Uncle
Mark led us in the ice-breaker
games. To succeed at the games,
we had to be excellent Kung Fu
Masters, Balloon  Balancers,
Rocket Shooters and lastly,
Frequent Flyers. The final game
required groups to move around
from place to place to hunt for
‘airports’. That got everyone hot
and confused, running around like
headless chickens. It was hilarious
but everyone had fun and felt more
relaxed by the time we proceeded
to dinner.

On Day 1 and 2, Rev Dr Philip Tan
shared that to be more like Christ,
the key was to ground our identity
in Christ. He expounded on the
difference between living by Law
and living by Grace. The Christian
can have assurance in his identity
because he lives by Grace. We do
not have to live in guilt and shame
about our sins and imperfections
because there is no condemnation
in Christ. He likened our
relationship with God to marriage
with Mr Grace. When we continue
to see Mr Law, it is equivalent to
committing spiritual adultery.

On Day 3 and 4, Pastor Kul built on
the theme by sharing that we ought
to be like Christ in our pursuit of the
meaning of life. With lots of jokes
and thought- provoking questions,
he led us to understand that the
true meaning of life is:
Relationships. God cares most
about our relationship with him and
our relationships with fellow men.
“Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your mind
and with all your strength. The
second is this: ‘Love your
neighbour as yourself'. There is no
commandment  greater than
these.” - Mark 12:30

Everyone was touched by his
message and ministry.

The early morning devotions were
also precious as we could focus on
God’s Word, away from the hustle
and bustle of city life. The group
reflections that followed enabled
people to share what they learnt in
their devotion time. | found each

session extremely edifying as
people shared openly about their
victories and struggles in the
Christian walk, as well as prayed
for one another.

During the free afternoons, people
would spontaneously gather and
initiate fun things to do. It was
indeed wonderful to feel the family-
like atmosphere where different
ages mingled and went for day trips
together. On Day 3, | went with
some members of Broken
Alabaster cell group, other youths,
and Uncle Eric to catch “Kung Fu

Panda” together at the local
cinema. Other groups went for a
variety of activities including

swimming, boating, and massage.

At church services, we usually see
the more serious side of people.
But at the retreat, | saw how young
and old let their hair down and
poked fun at each other in good
humour. Cheer and laughter
abound everyday. As a newcomer,
| felt the warmth and sincerity of the
congregation, because people I did
not know would come up to talk to
me. By the end of the retreat, | felt
like a part of the LCOR family
already.

A big thank you to the Organising
Committee for making the retreat a
success. | look forward to growing
with the church to be more like
Christ each day.
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Someone recently sent me an
article titled "Getting the Monkey
Off Your Back," which had been
published in a respected Christian
magazine. In the article the author
freely confessed that he had never
once witnessed to a stranger,
bravely admitting, "I'm chicken.”
Then he said, "My mom was
chicken too. When she was in the
last months of her life after a long
bout with breast cancer, | visited
her in her hospital room late one
night. It was quiet, except for the
hiss of the oxygen flowing through
the tube. | was bent over her bed,
holding her hand, when | noticed a
silent tear slip down her cheek. |
whispered, 'Hey, what's the
matter? What are these tears for?'
'I've never talked to anyone about
their soul," she said with a touch of
shame. There was my mom -- a
selfless, godly, little old lady, not
sure she would make it through the
night -- worried that she had failed
at evangelism. She was fighting
the monkey on her back."”

He then said that he had heard
preachers talk about witnessing to
strangers on planes, implying that
each of us could share with the
unsaved. That left him with a
monkey on his own back. Then he
said, "Well, maybe you can, but my
bet is you won't. Even more, I'll bet
the guy beside you on the plane
will be better off if you don't try."

Why would unsaved people be
better off if we didn't try to witness
to them? He believes it's because
they have no "felt need" for God.
"They thrive on self-sufficiency.
They don't need God, and they

don't have time to think about it."
He maintained that they won't
listen "until there's a disruption,
such as an illness, unemployment,
a failing marriage, a child in crisis,
or a serious accident.” Therein lies
the tragic fruit of the methods of
modern evangelism. It keeps quiet
until there is a disruption.

Recently, a friend told me that a
Christian woman went into her
house, closed the door, fell on the
floor, and pleaded with God to
forgive her. Her fiance's father had
suddenly committed suicide. There
were no warning signs. He wasn't
saved, and she had never
bothered to witness to him. A
disruption never came.

The "Disruption Theory" is about
as credible as the theory of
evolution. The monkey on the back
eventually evolves into a chicken in
the heart. This happens as a
natural result of forsaking the
proven principles of biblical
evangelism.

Wait for the Oar to Break

Think of a man who is rowing a
boat that is being pulled
downstream by a strong current.
He doesn't know that just over the
river's horizon is a 200-foot
waterfall that violently drops onto
jagged rocks. You know where
he's heading so you quickly throw
a rope toward the boat, and sigh
with relief as it falls across its bow.
But to your amazement the man
ignores it and keeps vainly rowing
against the strong current. He is
being pulled closer and closer to
the massive falls. You know that he
will die if he keeps rowing. All he
needs to do to be saved is to stop
rowing and take hold of the rope,
and from there you can pull him to
safety. So do you think that you

should call out a warning about the
200-foot waterfall? The author of
the article says that you shouldn't.
Don't say a word. Simply wait and
hope that perhaps one of his oars
will break, or possibly his boat will
spring a leak. Maybe then he will
consider taking hold of the rope . . .
if he has a mind to.

The article's author encourages
you to keep your mouth shut, which
is the exact opposite of what
Scripture commands us to do. We
are told to "warn every man"
(Colossians 1:28) and to "preach
the gospel to every creature" (Mark
16:15). Paul said, "Woe is me if 1 do
not preach the gospel” (1
Corinthians 9:16), and he asks for
prayer, "that utterance may be
given to me, that . . . | may speak
boldly, as | ought to speak"
(Ephesians 6:19) . Then he says,
"Imitate me, just as | also imitate
Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1).

God Himself admonished Ezekiel
of the need to warn the lost. He
said, "Son of man, | have made you
a watchman for the house of Israel;
therefore hear a word from My
mouth, and give them warning from
Me: When | say to the wicked, 'You
shall surely die," and you give him
no warning, nor speak to warn the
wicked from his wicked way, to
save his life, that same wicked man
shall die in his iniquity; but his blood
| will require at your hand" (Ezekiel
3:17,18). Paul took that divine
warning personally, telling his
hearers that he was free from their
blood, because he didn't hold back
from declaring to them "the whole
counsel of God" (Acts 20:27).

Our Bounden Duty

The "monkey" that weighs heavy
on my back, pressuring me to
speak to a stranger in a plane, is



my conscience. It burdens me
because | know that if the person
dies in his sins he will go to an
everlasting hell. That thought
horrifies me. | speak to him
because | identify with Paul's
statement, "Knowing, therefore,
the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men" (2 Corinthians 5:11). | know
that if the ultimate disruption of
death suddenly snatches a sinner
into eternity, it will then be too late
to warn him.

Shortly before his death, Dr. Bill
Bright, founder of Campus
Crusade for Christ, said, "I have
never felt the need to focus on
telling people about hell. However,
as a result of . . . a growing
indifference to the afterlife, | have
come to realize the need for a
greater discussion of hell . . . I have
thus come to see that silence, or
even benign neglect on these
subjects, is disobedience on my
part. To be silent on the eternal
destinations of souls is to be like a
sentry failing to warn his fellow
soldiers of impending attack."* A
sentry who fails to warn his fellow
soldiers of an impending attack is
usually shot as a traitor. A. W. Pink
said, "It is our bounden duty to
warn sinners of their fearful peril
and bid them flee from the wrath to
come. To remain silent is criminal .

The First of Ten Commandments
begins with the words "I am the
Lord your God." Hundreds of times
in Scripture we see that same
phrase repeated; right up to where
an unbelieving Thomas fell to his
knees before Jesus and cried, "My
Lord and my God!" (John 20:28).
Thomas lacked faith in the Savior,
but that changed the moment he
bowed the knee to the Lordship of
Jesus  Christ. That's  what

happened at my conversion. As an
unbeliever, | bowed to the Savior
and said, "My Lord, and my God."
From that moment, He became my
Lord, and so | do what He
commands me to do. That means |
will speak to the stranger on the
plane.

Sure, the chicken often lifts its ugly
and cowardly head, and there's a
temptation to be ashamed. When |
am waiting on a plane | often find
myself subconsciously praying for
the person who is going to sit next
to me -- I'm praying that he won't
show up. But if | care about the
lost, |1 have to wring the chicken's
neck. | have to deal with my fears

by thinking of the sinner's eternal
welfare. | must be a Good
Samaritan. | can't play the

hypocrite and pass by on the other
side. | am commanded to love my
neighbour as myself and so | must
warn him of his terrible danger. To
do so, | take the time to open the
Commandments, helping him see
his sinfulness before a holy God,
warning him of the coming Day of
Judgment and the reality of hell.
Suddenly he has a "felt need" for
God -- he understands that he
needs the righteousness found
only in Jesus Christ.

That also means that when | lie on
my deathbed | won't weep in
shame that | buried my talent, and
failed to do what my Lord
commanded me to do.

* Bill Bright, Heaven or Hell
(Orlando: NewLife Publications,
2002), p. 48.

This article is taken from:
http://www.livingwaters.com/

articles _ray archive/articles ray 05-11-
14 themonkey.shtml
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1. People invest time and energy
into developing their career, their
bodies and relationships, but often
neglect the spiritual dimension of
their lives. How do you actively
pursue spiritual growth?

2. Do you think much about
spiritual things? (This usually leads
to conversation about what
"spiritual” means--i.e. religion vs.
relationship.)

3. How has this experience
affected the way you look at God?

4. We've never had a chance to talk
about your religious background.
Where would you say you are in
your spiritual pilgrimage?

5. I'd like to tell you how I
established a personal relationship
with God. (Tell your personal
testimony of how you became a
Christian. Keep it to three minutes,
using the following outline: Before--
What characterized my life before |
trusted Christ. During--How | came
to trust Christ. After--How | am
different now.)

6. What is your concept of God? Do
you view Him positively or
negatively?

7. Have you ever come to a pointin
your life where you trusted Jesus
Christ as your personal Savior and
Lord, or do you think that is
something you're still moving
toward? May | share with you how
| came to that point?



8. Do you find that faith and
spiritual values play a role in your
(work) (day) (marriage)
(perspective on life)?

9. If you could be sure there is a
God, would you want to know Him?
Or if you could know God
personally, would you want to?

10. Bring a friend to your church or
a Christian event, then ask:
What did you think of it?
Did it make sense to you?
Have you made the wonderful
discovery of knowing God
personally?
You'd like to, wouldn't you?

11. Do you go to church? Why or
why not?

12. I'd hate for you to come to my
church and not understand what
it's all about. Would you want to get
together and discuss our basic
beliefs?

13. We've been friends for quite
some time now, and I've never

really talked to you about the most
important thing in my life. May |
take a few moments and do so?

14. Is church something that has
had an influence in your life? Are
you at a point now that you want
church to be a bigger part of your
life? What prompted this? Would
you want to hear our basic beliefs
so you'll know if that fits in with
what you're looking for?

15. How do you think someone
becomes a Christian?

16. Can | share the thing I've found
most important to me as a (dad),
(mom), (boss)?

17. What do you think about when
you go to sleep at night? (If anxiety
or guilt rob them of sleep, introduce
the peace found in a relationship
with Christ).>

18. Most people in America say
they believe in God. What does
believing in God mean to you?

19. Before | came to know Christ
personally, God was a vague
concept that | could not relate to or
grasp. How would you describe
your view of God? Jesus? Is He a
reality to you or more of a vague
concept?

20. If you were to die tonight are
you sure you'd go to heaven? Has
anyone ever explained how you
can know for sure?

Once you've transitioned to the
gospel, what do you actually tell
your friend? Whatever approach
you use, never argue or condemn
the other person's beliefs. Focus on
God's love for the person, Jesus'
death on the cross for our sins, His
resurrection, and the person's need
to make a commitment to follow
Christ. Invite the person to actually
pray with you and commit his or her
life to Christ.

This article is taken from:
http://www.wwcmagazine.org/1998/
transit.html
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How to Win Souls and Influence
People by Ray Comfort

Ray Comfort's ministry is living

proof that evangelism is a doable

work as mandated by the Lord.

Jesus said we were to be

witnesses for him, and this book
will reach you how to be an
effective witness. How to Win
Souls & Influence People will place
powerful weapons in your hands,
teaching you how to convince the
most avid skeptic of the reality of
God. You will also read many of the
author's  fascinating  personal
experiences, including encounters
with big-name Hollywood stars.
This book will instruct and equip
you, so that with the help of the
Holy Spirit, you can learn how to
win souls for the glory of God and
Christ.

Know What You Believe by
Paul E Little
This best-selling classic has helped
people understand the basic truths
of the Christian faith. Now,
additional insights from the late
author's notes make it even more
valuable to your spiritual walk!
Explains the Bible, God, Jesus,
man and sin, Satan, salvation, the
church, and more.
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The renamed Holland cell group,
which started sometime in 1993 or
1994, formerly held its meetings off
Holland Road. The meetings are
now held at No. 6 Sunset Avenue.

Our members comprise
professionals, lecturers, teachers,
retirees and housewives ranging in
age from mid-thirties to senior
Ccitizens.

Usual activities  during cell
meetings include ice breakers,
worship, bible study and prayer

followed by fellowship over light
refreshments.

Occasionally, instead of bible
study, we may watch a video on
some biblical stories or invite guest
speakers to share God’s Word.

Over the years, the Holland cell
has seen members come and go
for various reasons, such as
overseas postings, relocation, as
well as heavy work and family
commitments.

The highest number of members
we ever had was fifteen, but
currently there are thirteen of us.
Chan Choong Wing, Charlotte)
Huang, Goh Ooi Boon, Lim Swee
Guan and Lau Chye Goh are from|
the liturgical service, while Tan
Siak How, Goh Bee Leong, Monical
Wong, Yeo Hui Eng, Grace and |
are from the contemporary service.
Pastor Nick and Jasmyn Chelliah,
a friend, are also in our group.

We are now on an exposition of the
Book of Hebrews. Meetings are
held fortnightly from 8.00pm to
9.30pm. If you are interested to join|
us, please contact me af
63429280.

Continued from page 2)

\When we have walked with God for
some time, we can forget this, as if
the world is perfect and without
evil. We should not seek perfect
answers in this imperfect world,
otherwise, we may be easily
disappointed. | do not mean that
we do not differentiate between
truth and falsehood, but | wish to
emphasise that there is no way to
completely remove evil in this
world. Just think of it, there were

sinners even amongst Jesus’
followers — the greedy church
worker, the scheming and

dishonest merchant, the shepherd
embroiled in scandal. We think that
whoever is a churchgoer is Christ’s
disciple, and whoever claims to be
a disciple is a true disciple. But
Jesus said that in the world (the
field), there will be sons of the evil
one (the weeds) among the sons of
the kingdom (the wheat).

Jesus tells us that we live in a fallen
and imperfect world, and He calls
us to have faith in Him while we
face reality. We should not have

unrealistic expectations of the
world but should live as followers of
Christ. We should:

() Learn to accept limitations in
life — accept the shortcomings
of others and ourselves. As the
“Serenity Prayer” says, “God,
give us grace to accept with
serenity the things that cannot
be changed, courage to change
the things that should be
changed, and the wisdom to
distinguish the one from the
other.”
Learn to self-reflect often —
ensure that we do not provide
opportunities for the enemy to
plant seeds of evil in us.
Instead, by God’s grace, we
should grow up to become
wheat that is ripe for harvest.
(i) Be on the alert and not let sin
overcome you — do not despair
because of the weeds of this
world. Rather, lean on God and
ask for His light to shine in this
world, and the fragrance of
Jesus to spread further.

(ii)

(iv)Never give up on God — even
though the world is full of
weeds, God has not given up on
this world and on us. Hence, we
should remember that God is
still in control, and strive to
reflect God’s glory in this world.
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Church Council Members
Chairman: Mr. Soon Hock Bee
V-Chairman: Mr. Oliver Chew
Secretary: Ms. Joan Lee
Treasurer: Mr. Yap Wai Meng
Members: Rev. Nick Singh

Rev. Jimmy Khoo
Rev. Lu Guan Hoe
Ps. Eric Chan
Ps. Richard Chiu
Mdm. Lee Jean Chew
Mdm. Martha Lu
Mdm. Agnes Loo
Mr. Goh Wooi Boon
Mr. Edwin Savariraj
Mr. Chong Chee Ming
Mr. Derrick Tay
Mr. Wong Song Ern
Worship Services
Sunday
9:00 am Liturgical English Service
10:30 am Mandarin Service
11:00 am Contemporary English Service
Saturday
2:30 pm Hokkien/Cantonese Service
(3rd Saturday of the month)
6:30 pm  Tamil Service

Baptism classes conducted on an ad-hoc

basis. Check with pastors for details.




